Divided we Koreans stand

Koreans have always been team
players, whether they like it or not.

With perils coming from every
direction, Koreans have comie to take
unity as a survival strategy, while divi-
sion is the ticket to perdition.

Japanese colonial education during
its 36-year occupation brainwashed
them, constantly hammering home the
message: Koreans are born to be divi-
sive and are fated not to live independ-
ently.

The inter-Korean division between
the capitalist South and the “commu-
nist” North that has continued after
the 1950-53 Korean War until now is
also thrown in for good measure into
the mix that reinforces this totalitarian

psychology.

As a result, Koreans are alarmed at
the first sign of division, worrying that
it could possibly lead to the collapse of
their nation. In this environment, con-
formity is the rule; with a challenge at

it being an exception that can’t -
be tolerated. K‘

One such case recently took place
when ex-President Park Geun-hye
said, “The truth will come to light,”
upon returning to her private resi-
dence, Sunday, after the Constitutional
Court stripped her of the presidency in
its impeachment ruling.

Park came under fire for disputing
the ruling and had to clarify through

her aide that she had accepted it.

Another case is about presidential
candidates being called upon to send a
message of unity to heal the national
division after months of demonstra-

tions for and against the impeached
head of state,

/,/ Moon Jae-in, a liberal fron-

— " trunner who js seen as a shoo-

in, if the Presidential election was

held today, held a press conference to
do exactly that. Others are following,

~ If the beauty of democracy is diver-
sity and tolerance, then why should
everybody adhere to the one-size-fits-
all rule of conformity or risk being
ostracized?

True, it'is pitiful that Park failed to
understand the magnitude of her
crimes against the nation — sharing
the presidential mandate with her
friend and promoting their interests
ahead of the people.

But shouldn’t she have the right to
disagree with the accusations and ver-
dict as much as we call her the B-

word?



D'\Woked We  koreans  Stand.

dobe2 ol

SUmm oy

Tt 15 Obout e peple il Criticize the fack that Owr
CounthM , which pehieved liberal  demeCyacY. Bu+t, betore
fou cvicize€  Youy Obponent, You wmust Ligt ook
bdck e Mowrggld  gnd  yeflect.

MY obinion

T Lell  lwedle Ve dyettoble  dat Minorie's  oPinions  pwe
foCused on  Social  Preblem  iggher tan  the Glfort
of  MAjerities  Prefit.  So  they impreve  thelr  profit
Ond  theY hadly  (igten CAebuly  pthers  OFinTon,

But, like this Columns  |ast  Parg, 1 Was Me +»
lodk gt mvzel £

T T Aoree  Oth the blot. T thnk @ i« Yiglt e
ook ot Wil Vpter  than 4% the othev/s
Weak (701—\4‘(:9,

/”/— . 1 Vil T 5
Lo T Semékimés Crticize P@o\y\@ ovtls Fhijuo\{ce,l have

to ik  +fwice et Crtcizvng the other people.

T s pmazing st Tings  which T thoyat (ately
Came  out o Column .

X Key wordg. - "\d mme |- Uihol/\\:nd—.





