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Public support for liberal presiden-

tial contenders remains strong fol-

‘ lowing Acting President-and Prime
Minister-Hwang Kyo-ahn’s decision
not to run for the presidency, a poll
showed Thursday.

Conservative voters seem to be at a
loss, as Hwang, who was considered
the strongest potential hopeful, is
gone and there are no other big
name contenders.

Moon Jae-in, former leader of the
main opposition Democratic Party
of Korea (DPK), extended his lead in
the race, gaining a 37.1 percent
approval rating in the opinion poll
conducted by Realmeter on 1,015
adults right after Hwang dropped his
presidential ambitions Wednesday.

His support rate went up from 36
percent recorded right after former
President Park Geun-hye was
removed from office on March 10.
Moon has maintained-the top rank-
ing for 11 consecutive weeks.

South Chungcheong Provinde
Governor An Hee-jung, another
hopeful from the DPK, ranked sec-
ond with a 16.8 percent support rat-
ing, up by 2.7 percentage points
from the previous week.

Moon Jae-in, leading presidential contender fror
meeting on economic issues at the Seoul Credit

\

Coming in third isformer leader ¢
the minor opposition People’s Part
Ahn Cheol-soo who garnered 1.
percent, up by 1.8 percentage pointt
Ahn has had a close race with Seong
nam Mayor Lee Jae-myung from th
DPK, whose ranking fell from thir:
to fourth with an unchange|
approvalbrating of 10.3 percent.

South Gyeongsang Province Gov
ernor Hong Joon-pyo’s approval rat
ing increased-the most, from 3.6 per
cent to 7.1 percent.
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