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It is the most populous continent on Earth, home to 60 percent of the
world's population. It is the birthplace of the Indus Valley Civilization, the
Mesopotamia Civilization, and the Yellow River Civilization. It is also the
birthplace of major religions in the world, including Christianity, Islam, Buddhism,
Judaism and Hinduism. With Ural Mountains dividing Asia from Europe in the
west, and meeting Africa on the border of the Suez Canal, Asia is divided into
four main regions. Southwest and Central Asia consists of arid regions and is
home for many of Islamic faith. The birthplace of Hinduism and Buddhism,
South Asia is a region where various cultures appear through the intersection of
civilizations. East Asia shows cultural characteristics such as Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Chinese characters. All four regions have developed and
interacted with each other with independent cultures.



